
 
 

Branches Atelier 
11359 West Washington Blvd, Culver City, 90066 
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(310) 260 1576 

    
Branches Atelier Spring  Reggio Workshop Series: 

Hands on immersive, interactive workshops for educators and parents. 
 
1) Illumination, Translucency and Shadow. Unleashing the power of light.  
Sunday, March 6th - 9am to 3pm New Workshop! Hands On!! Space Limited! 
Presented by Patricia Hunter McGrath and Christina Bianchi 
 
Spend the day exploring light, shadow and transparency with two experienced atelieristas as we explore 
how light tables and overhead projectors are used to support, uncover and develop children’s' interests 
and ideas.  Through hands on experiences, provocative questions and co-constructive interactions we will 
unpack how to move with fluidity between children's theories, representations and investigations.  
  
• How are materials used to support and uncover children’s thinking? 
• What is the role of the teacher and atelierista in facilitating the choice of materials to be used with the 

light table? 
• Why is the overhead projector a powerful classroom tool? 
• How do we follow children’s ideas through a wide range of experiences? 
• What questions do we ask ourselves to support the children’s process? 
• How are materials an essential ingredient for collaboration and shared meaning making? 
• How can the light table become a catalyst for children’s learning? 
• How is light used to create focused classroom environments? 
• Why is the light table an indispensible tool for the classroom? 
 
 
2) Mind in the Making:  Seven Essential Life Skills That All Children Should Know  
Wednesday, April 13th - 6pm to 8:30pm    Repeat Workshop 
Presented by Patricia Hunter McGrath 
From 6pm to 6.30pm tour our school. Workshop starts at 6.30pm. 
 
• What are the seven Essential life skills that all parents and teachers should know? 
• How do these life skills support children’s learning and development? 
• How do we create learning environments that support focus and self control in young children? 
• How do we support communication and cognitive development? 
• How do the seven life skills apply to the Reggio approach? 



• How does making connections lie at the heart of children’s learning? 
• How do we create an environment that supports self directed, engaged learning?  
 
 
3) The Atelier of Taste: Exploring the Language of Food  
Sunday, May 1st - 9am to 3pm (A hands-on workshop)  Repeat Workshop 
Presented by Branches Teacher Becky Zlotoff 
 
Join us for a very special workshop! We will start this workshop at the Mar Vista Farmers Market on Venice 
Blvd at 9am, and then we will continue our workshop back at Branches. This workshop will include the cost 
of lunch that we will create together plus cutting board, knife, bowl and cruet. 
When we return to Branches participants will learn: 
 
• What is the language of food? 
• What are slow foods? 
• What are the techniques and tools of tasting? 
• How does the exploration of food extend and deepen children’s poetic language? 
• How is food integrated in other areas of curriculum? 
• How are different flavor combinations introduced to the children? 
• How are herbs and spices introduced to the children? 
• What is the current research on children and healthy eating? 
• How does our local community support the children’s connection to food? 
• What is an atelier of taste? 
 
 
4) Integrating Clay into the Classroom and Curriculum: Repeat Workshop 
Saturday, June 11th  - 9am to 3pm 
Presented by Patricia Hunter McGrath 
 
• What is the alphabet of clay? 
• How can clay support literacy? 
• How is clay used to represent children’s ideas? 
• How is clay introduced to the children? 
• How does the use of clay expand and deepen the curriculum? 
• How does clay become a tool for collaboration? 
 
This Workshop includes the price of 25LB of clay that participants can take  
back to their centers.  
 
5) An Introduction to Reggio Repeat workshop 
(A hands-on workshop)  
Sunday,  June12th  9am to 3pm  
Presented by Patricia Hunter McGrath 
 
• What is the Reggio approach? 
• What are the theoretical and philosophical roots of the Reggio approach? 
• How can materials support children’s learning? 
• How can a teacher be a researcher? 



• How can our environment act as a third teacher? 
• What is the role of time? 
• How does wonder support creativity and imagination? 
• What is the role of parents in a Reggio inspired school? 
 
 
6) Organization, Design and Inspiration:  Integrating Ateliers into your Classroom, Home 
and School  
Saturday, July 9th - 9am to 3pm New Workshop! Space Limited! 
Presented by Patricia Hunter McGrath and Christina Bianchi 
 
This workshop will explore a wide range of atelier possibilities.  Join Patricia and Christina while they 
uncover the thinking behind the design, organization and creation a wide range of ateliers, from infant and 
toddler spaces to preschool studios. 
 
• How do materials support learning and innovation? 
• How are the materials introduced and organized? 
• How do you create material rich, complex learning environments? 
• How do we create an atelier that supports focus and deep learning?  
• How can you create an atelier in your home? 
• What are the different kinds of indoor and outside ateliers? 
• How is the atelier organization and care supported by the children and teachers? 

 
 

 
About the presenters 

 
Patricia Hunter McGrath is the Executive Director/Atelierista of  Branches Atelier in Culver City, 
California.  Over the past 15 years she has developed an innovated early childhood program inspired by 
the Reggio Emilia Approach. From 2005 to 2007 Patricia developed the role of the Atelierista at Bold 
Park Community School in Perth, Australia. From 1998 to 2005 she was the Atelierista at Evergreen 
Community School where she developed a unique approach to children's symbolic languages. Using clay, 
wire, paint, dance, etc. children enter into relationship with the materials and express, clarify and modify 
their ideas and theories. She also taught at the Growing Place in Santa Monica for 7 years. Patricia is an 
artist and has over 20 years experience in Early Childhood Education.  Patricia has taught the Reggio 
Emilia Class at Santa Monica College and at Murdoch University in Perth, Australia.  Patricia graduated 
with a Masters degree in Human development from Pacific Oaks College in Pasadena, California. She 
also speaks at conferences throughout the United States and abroad and has visited Reggio Emilia, Italy 
six times.  She is also a contributing author of the book In the Spirit of the Atelier published by Davis 
Press and Insights and Inspiration from Reggio Emilia also published by Davis Press. 
 
Christina Bianchi is the atelierista, naturalist and classroom teacher at Branches Atelier. Prior to 
becoming an educator at Branches Atelier, Christina worked as the Program Director for The Children’s 
Nature Institute bringing her passions for teaching, children and promoting environmental literacy to the 
agency. In addition to overseeing both the design and implementation of all new education programs and 
curricula; Christina also worked with Development staff on grants related to program development, 
managed a staff of Environmental Educators and coordinated and implemented volunteer training. 
 
Becky Zlotoff created and has taught a preschool program at Santa Monica Synagogue for over twenty-



five years. She has been a California Mentor for nine years, working in the classroom with college students, 
supporting the practical application of good early childhood practices. For the twelve years, she was a 
teacher at First Presbyterian Nursery School. In addition to attending many workshops about the Reggio 
Approach in the United States, she has been on two learning tours to Reggio Emilia, Italy. Becky has 
presented her work at many local workshops and at NAEYC. With Mary Hartzell and Ami Cohen, she 
co-authored the chapter “Parents As Partners” in Next Steps Toward Teaching The Reggio Way. 

For more information about upcoming workshops please visit 
www.ReggioInspirations.com 

This is the best resource and quickest way to be informed of all upcoming workshops. 
 

For more information about Branches Atelier please visit: 
www.BranchesAtelier.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To secure your space, please complete the registrat ion form below and mail  i t  in with 
your payment. Space is l imited. Early registration is advised.   
Participants must register in advance. No walk-ins al lowed.  
 
 
NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE ______________________________EMAIL_________________________________ 
 
1) Illumination, Translucency and Shadow. 
Sunday, March 6th  @ Branches Atelier, Culver City 
9am-3pm                                                                    $75.00     ________ 
 
2) Mind in The Making 
Wednesday, April 13th  @ Branches Atelier, Culver City     
6pm-8:30pm                                                                 $50.00     ________ 
 
3) The Atelier of Taste 
Sunday, May 1st @  Mar vista Farmer Market and Branches Atelier, Culver City                         
9am to 3pm       
                                                                                                         $100.00  ________                                                                                                 
 
4) Exploring the Language of Clay 
Saturday, June 11th @ Branches Atelier, Culver City                     $100.00  ________ 
9am to 3pm 
 
5) Intro to Reggio 
Sunday, June 12th @ Branches Atelier, Culver City                       $75.00  ________ 
9am to 3pm 
 
6) Organization, Design and Inspiration 
Saturday July 9th @ Branches Atelier, Culver City                         $75.00  ________ 
9am to 3pm 
 
We are now offering a discount for groups over 10.              Discount   ________   
Send 10 teachers get one free!  
 
                                                                                                        Total                 ________ 
Please make checks payable to:  
Branches Atelier and send to:  
11359 West Washington Blvd, 
Culver City, CA 90066 
 
*Please note there are no refunds for cancellations 


